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CASE OF THE LATE WILLIAM H. HARRISON, PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


BY THOMAS MILLER, M.D., ETC., WASHINGTON CITY. 


On the 26th of March, 1841, at 5 o'clock, P. M., I was summoned to 
visit President Harrison. I found hig slightly ailing, although not coa- 


Vor. XXIV. 


fined to his room. He com having been somewhat indisposed 
for several days, which he attributed to the great fatigue and mental 
iety he had undergone ; stated that he had taken icine, had been 


dieting himself, and believed he would soon be well again; that he had 
sent for me, not to prescribe, being always his own physician in slight at- 
tacks, but to confer with me respecting some of the liarities of his 
constitution, which he thought it important that his physician should be 
aware of. He mentioned. his liability to neuralgia, ting his 

stomach, and often his extremities ; that he had been, early in , 
martyr to dyspepsia; that for the last few years he had avoided these 
dyspeptic attacks by a system of diet, confining bimself principally to 
imal food ; he been starving himself for a w days past, in conse- 


required a very stimulating practice; that he slept but little, going to bed 

isi early ; that he attributed tes good health during the 
to that circumstance. I advised that he should avoid all 
tement, that he should remain quiet the next morning in bed, and in- 


E 

i 


days ; that he thought he would have a good night, 
morning: he was cheerful, and joined in the con- 


an hour and a half previously with a severe chill; 
the morning he had risen at about 4 o’clock, taken a walk 
cpu then to the market-house, and returned to breake, 

morm- 


4 


i 
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quence of some return of his old dyspepsia; that when sick, he alway! 

nis recues 

, with several © 

h better than 

j bg 

me that he had 
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1 visited him at 5 o’clock, P. M.; his condition was much i : 
his skin warm and moist ; his thirst allayed ; he was cheerful, and said he 
was satisfied he should have a good night, and be well in the morning; 
his pulse was soft, about 75; complained only of a slight pain over be 
tight eye, which he considered neuralgic ; and which he thought from his 
own experience would subside in a few hours, and therefore declined 
using any remedy for it. His —— being slightly furred, and his bowels 
not having been moved for two days, I ordered to be taken, at bed-time, 
the following: R. Mass hydrarg., gr. x.; ex. colocynth. comp. gr. iij. 
M. Ft. pil. No. iij.—this being a medicine which he stated always act- 
ed kindly. I left him about half past 6, even more comfortable than at 5, 

Sunday, March 28th.—At 4 o'clock, A. M., | was summoned to visit 
the President ; found that about 12 o’clock at night he had been seized 
with a violent pain over the right brow, and in his right side, from which 
he still continued to suffer; the pains were intermittent, equally increased 
by deep inspiration and motion, but not by pressure ; contrary to his ex- 
pectation he had slept but little during the night—none, since the onset 
of the pain; he complained of thirst ; his tongue was dry ; his mouth 
clammy ; his skin warm and moist; pulse 80, and soft; occasionally 

t nausea. He attributed his pain to the want of an operation from 

is bowels, which were uneasy. I ordered enemata, sinapisms, with 
warmth to the part affected, and gave him a Seidlitz powder. Half past 
8.—More easy, and disposed to sleep ; bowels had been gently opened 
by the enemata. Ten o’clock—Has had several light naps; expressed 
himself much relieved from the pain in his side and head; in other re- 
spects much the same as when I left him at half past 8. Finding the 
bowels had not been sufficiently moved by the injection, which was tt 
peated once or twice, and caused small, dark, offensive, fluid evacuations, 
with a few lumps of indurated feces, ordered one of the following pills to 
be given every two hours: R. Hydrarg.chlorid. mit., gr. xij.; pulv. 
rhei, gr. xv.; camphore, gr. vi. M. Ft. pil. No. vi.; and left Levtioes 
that in my absence should the pain return, cups should be freely applied 
to the side. Upon visiting the President, I received the following report. 
—At half past 11 he was very restless ; objected to all local applications 
to his side; applied laudanum to the rectum to remove the unpleasant 
effects produced by the injection ; gave a pill at 12; pain being increased, 
at his request applied laudanum to the part; slight chilliness about half 
past 12, requiring warm applications to his extremities; at 1 o’clock, in- 
clined to perspiration ; at 2 gave the second pill, soon after which he had 
a small discharge of black, fcetid water, similar to those produced by the 
injection early in the morning. At half past 2 I again saw him ; his skin 
was warmer and drier than it had been; pulse somewhat accelerated ; his 


breathing more hurried ; tongue and fauces dry ; thirst intense; face a 


little flushed. Upon examination was satisfied that the lower lobe of the 
right lung was the seat of pneumonia, complicated with congestion of the 
liver; but that the acute pain was neuralgic. Continued pills ; had cups 
applied over the side affected ; Granville’s lotion to the spine, and over 
the brow. He was relieved very much ; although the quantity of blood 
taken by the cups was very small, he felt the effect of its loss, breaking 


. 
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out into a free perspiration, complaining of nausea, and a sense of faint- 


ness. It is proper to state that my intention after the examination was 
bleed from the arm ; but upon witnessing the effect that position had 
his pulse, &c., I preferred the cyps. 

3 o’clock.—Applied a blister over the side, and gave 20 drops 
danum, with one of the pills. At 4, finding him much relieved 
laudanum, and not having yet procured a free evacuation 


uneasy respecting the result, and jon. 

of the President and his family, I met Dr. F. May at 6 o’clock, 
We agreed entirely as to the of his disease, and that the 
treatment be continued. . 

29th. 7 o'clock, A. M.—Met Dr. May. The President had 
comfortable night, being somewhat disturbed in his breathing with a 
dry cough ; urinated freelv, and several small, black and 
stools; had taken two of the pills, with the addition of three gra 
calomel, and on account of his restlessness, three grains of Dover’s powder. 
At this time his pulse was 80, and soft; skin warm and moist; slight 
opened, I ordered a small dose of castor oil, with demulcent drinks. 

2 o’clock.—Met Dr. May. The President had failed to take the oil ; 
had taken small quantities of the demulcents, with mutton broth ; had 
slept quietly occasionally through the day ; breathes*heavily when lying 
on his back ; has had but little cough; no expectoration; has had one 
dark fluid evacuation from the bowels, and passed his water several times, 
small in quantity, and high colored ; says he is not refreshed by his sleep; 
perspiration ; rome exacerbation of fever; pl 
90, and fuller ; tongue dry, brown, and pointed; thirst great. 
one of the following pills every two hours, with some drink and nourish- 
ment: R. Hydrarg. chlorid. mit., gr. vj.; pulv. antimonialis, pulv. 
ipecac. comp., 44 gr. xij. M. Ft. pil. No. yj. 

8 P. M.—Met Dr. May. No new symptom had occurred except 
expectoration of pinkish mucus. Ordered continuance of pills, &c., with 


a large blister over the right hypochondriac, extending to the epigastric 


region. 
30th. 7 A. M.—Has passed a comfortable night, with the exception 
better; pulse 80; 


> 


operated: R. Sub. hyd ij.; pul 


he fell into a sweet and calm sleep. From the nature of : 
tongue more moist; still furred; less thirst; bowels not g 
opened for twelve hours, and he complaining of uneasiness from disten- 
2 P. M.—Had taken ane of the pills, and the half of another; bes 
bed no action on tho bowela; con Ko on his heck, ar clthes 
easiest on his right side; cough and expectoration the same ; some ¢Xa~ 
cerbation of fever ; pulse 85 ; tongue dry ; more thirst, and complains of 
uneasiness in his bowels ; ordered @ continuance of the medicine, &c. 
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7 P. M—Met Dr. May. Took no more of the pills of calomel and 
thubarb ; has had several free evacuations from his bowels, which, de- 
bilitating him, and being likely to continue, ordered one of the following 


xij., with a little weak brandy-toddy, and nourishment ; with hot 
tions to the abdomen. 

31st. 7 A. M—Met Dr. May. Has taken his pills regularly ; has 
had one or two small stools, lighter color; expectoration and other symp- 
toms much the same ; pulse soft, compressible and intermittent, about 80; 
ordered continuance of pills every three hours, with infusion of serpen- 
_ taria and seneca ; drink and nourishment, and a little wine whey. 

2 P. M—Met Dr. May. Has been in a fine warm perspiration all 
the morning, dozing a little, tying on either side; cough the same, with a 
more copious expectoration of yellowish, viscid mucus, tinged with blood ; 
pulse now 90, soft and regular; tongue the same; in respects the 
same; discontinue pills; continue the serpentaria and seneca, with some 
drink and nourishment. | 

7 P. M.—Met Dr. May. Has continued to take the taria and 
seneca ; find he has some exacerbation of fever; gave one of the follow- 
ing pills every three hours: R. Sub. mur. hydrarg., pulv. i -» pulv. 
antim., gr. xij. M. F*. pil. No. vj., and between each of 

irit of Mindererus, with 1-12th of a grain of tart. antim., till perspira- 
tion and sleep are induicéd ; drink, the same. 

April 1st. 7 A. M.—Met Dr. May. The and spiritus Minde- 
reri were taken till they produced the desired effect, and he had a good 
night. At this hour his perspiration was too free, though warm ; 

ilitated by it; discontinued all medicine for the present, and ordered 
cordial nourishment and drinks; applied ung. hydrarg. camphorat. over : 
the whole abdomen and blistered surface. 

13 P. M.—Complained of feeling relaxed and uncomfortable ; took 
wine whey, cream, &c.; had a small dark-green passage, and more 
consistent ; some incoherence; muttering while dozing ; wagy the 
bed-clothes ; baring his breast; pulse soft and compressible. We had 
applied blisters to inside of the thighs; says his blister on the side feels 
icesent has had frequent discharges from his bowels, with much dry- 
ness of the mouth and fauces ; tongue dry and brown; took some carra- 
Lom at 2; seemed better ; pulse 80, soft ; skin warm ; mouth not so dry ; 

irst less; feels blisters ; has taken taria, &c. e three hours. 

a: M.—At my request, the’ President and his family added Dr. N. 
W. Worthington, of Georgetown, and Dr. J. C. Hall, of this city, to our 
consultation ; these gentlemen met Dr. May and myself at this hour. Af 
ter a minute examination and a detail of the history of the case, they per- 
fectly agree with us, both in our opinion of the character of the case, and 
in the propriety of the treatment. At this time the situation of the Pre- 
sident was as above described ; we agreed to continue the serpentaria 
and seneca infusion, with the addition of a few drops of the aromatic 
ky ie of ammonia to each dose ; and at bed-time to give five grains of 

the hydrargyrum cum creta, with an anodyne, if necessary. i 


‘< 
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9 P. M.—Has taken the infusion regularly ; could be prevailed on to 
take but one dose of the ammonia; has had int free evacuation from his 
bowels ; about 8 o’clock, was seized with return of pain in the side, 
which was readily relieved by the application of warm poultices over the 
blistered surface and Granville’s lotion along the spine ; it then attacked 
him over the right brow ; the lotion relieved it instantly, but it returned 
to the side. The application of the lotion to the brow and spine at the 
same time, removed the pain entirely ; afterwards he complained of sore- 
ness and cramp in the gastrocnemius muscle, which were removed by © 
frictions ; has been all the evening in a fine warm perspiration ; cough, 
expectoration, &c., much the same. The hydrargyrum cum creta was 
given, with twenty drops of laudanum. | 

10 P. M.—Became restless; moans a deal; skin moist and 
warm ; pulse, &c., the same ; has taken a little nourishment. Dr. Hall 
remains with me to-night ; we agreed to give one of the following pills 
every two hours till composed: R. Hydrarg. chlorid. mit., camphore, 
Ga gr. vi.; pulv. opii, gr. ij. M. Ft. pil. No. vj. 

2d. 10.4. M.—Met Drs. May, Worthington and Hall. Has passed 
a comfortable night ; took his pills ; infusion and nourishment when awake. 
His tongue is dry and brown; thirst great ; skin warm and moist ; pulse 90, 
soft and regular ; some cough ; expectoration of brownish mucus, tin 
with blood ; says he does not feel as well as he has done, though he makes 
no 4 considered him rather worse agreed to 
give him two grains ue mass every three hours, with the serpentaria 
and seneca infusion ; nourishment, od continued. 

6 o'clock, P. M.—Met Drs. May, Worthington and Hall. Has taken 
his pills and infusion regularly ; had several small brownish watery 
evacuations from the bowels, which he says weakened him ; he had taken 
some beef-tea, weak brandy-toddy, &c.; slept an hour or two; during 
this sleep some incoherent muttering ; had taken a few drops of laudanum 
to quiet the bowels, and relieve griping. We find him as follows: pulse 
80, soft and full; skin warm and moist; tongue and softer ; 
agreed to give half a grain of calomel, half a grait of camphor, and a 
ag Pind grain of opium, every two hours, with nourishment, 


April 3d. 12 o'clock, M.—Dr. Alexander, of Baltimore, being added 
to the consultation, met Drs. May, Worthington, Hall, and myself. Dr. 
A. concurred entirely in the view which had been taken of the case, and 
the treatment pursued. During the night, the tongue, pulse and skin, 
had remained as usual, and he had had one copious evacuation, which did 
not weaken him, though he got up to the chair, as he had insisted on doi 
throughout his illness. Sleep, accompanied by muttering, and’ 
by a dry hacking cough, which was relieved by a tea-spoonful if 
2 


Ss squill, morphia and Tolu, in equal quantities. From 
ad slept sweetly; from which ‘time to thé’ present had dozed and 
m red, but when aroused his mind was perfectly clear; felt relaxed; 

ver whey, the pills of sil opium being 
"fund an exacerbation of fever, denoted by a reddened and heated 
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skin, increased frequency of the pulse; medicine ordered to be discon- 
tinued, and cooling drink to be given. 

This excited state soon subsiding, we were compelled to resort again 
to the cordial drinks and nourishment. 

Up to this time he had been propped up in bed, and said that he felt 
much better; encouraging his friends with an expectation of a speedy 


recovery. 

2 o'clock, P. M.—Moaned very much, and talked in his sleep. 

24.—Was much exhausted by a very large and feculent discharge ; took 
brandy and water and jelly. 

4.—More feeble and languid; gave twenty drops of laudanum to 
check an inclination to another passage. 

43.—Languor increasing; fell rapidly off into a dozing state, from 


which it was difficult to arouse him; pulse slow, hobbling, and intermit- 


tent. Features shrunken and pinched; skin dark and muddy. The 
stimulants were urged; sinapisms applied to 
sent for consulting physicians. 
5.—Abdomen distended ; more incoherence ; had a large serous evacua- 
tion from the bowels (still insisted upon getting up to the chair), by which 
he was much exhausted; gave starch, la ‘ kino injection ; 
sponged with hot spirits of turpentine. 
6.—Met consulting physicians ; we consider the case hopeless ; pulse 
sinking ; extremities blue and cold ; directed camphor and carbonate of 
ammonia emulsion, with hot brandy-toddy, and frictions. 
_ 1.—Had several small serous discharges ; stimulating treatment con- 


8.—All the mortal symptoms increasing; our efforts to sustain him 
still continued. | 

83.—He uttered these words, as heard by Dr. Worthington and Mr. 
Samuel D. Naughan, cupper, leecher, &c., “Sir, I wish you to under- 
stand the true principles of the government; I wish them carried out, I 
ask nothing more.” Immediately afterwards he fell into a state of total 
insensibility. Finally, at half past 12, on the morning of the 4th of April, 
without a groan or a struggle, he ceased to breathe. 

We regret to state that our efforts to obtain a post-mortem examination 
were unsuccessful. 

From the above report, faithfully condensed from the notes hourly 
made at the bed-side, it will be seen that the disease was not viewed as a 
case of pure pneumonia ; but as this was the most palpable affection, the 
term presen afforded a succinct and intelligible answer to the innu- 
merable questions as to the nature of the attack. It was in fact one of 
our Ordinary winter fevers of a low grade, of which pneumonic inflamma- 
tion, hepatic congestion, and subsequently gastro-intestinal irritation, were 
the prominent traits, and, apart from the distinction of its subject, pre- 
sents but few points of medical interest. No one could be less prepared 
to resist such an attack than General Harrison. In early life his consti- 
tution had been impaired by hardships and exposure, and of late years 
by dyspepsia and neuralgia ; exercise, regular hours, simple diet and men- 


‘ 
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The change which occurred in all his habits, in consequence of his 
political relations, and the fatigues and anxieties incident to his official 
duties after his arrival in Washington, tended to interrupt and disturb the 
repose of body and mind necessary for the healthful operations of his con- 
_ stitution. Every hour was devoted to the reception of company, or the 
transaction of the most multifarious and im t business. Not onl 

his physical and mental energies were strained to the utmost, but his 

ings were often subjected to the severest trials. To counteract the inju- 
rious influence of such a mode of life, the greatest care and prudence 
would have scarcely sufficed, and unfortunately the President did not se- 
cure to himself the rest necessary to sustain his strength, He had scarcely 
enjoyed one night of comfortable repose since his inauguration, and even 
at his’ meals was not free from the distraction of company. Under these 
circumstances the fatal result of his disease is not so much a matter of sur- 


prise as of regret. 

On the second day his situation was pronounced one of danger; but 
= prognosis could be established by the physicians in hourly 
attendance. 

The deep political and personal interest dependent on the life of the 
President, Amr on his attending physician a fearful responsibility, of 
which he felt himself painfully mindful. He speedily sought a consulta- 
tion, and was scarcely ever absent from the house more than one hour to- 
gether. Dr. Hall remained with him during the last three nights ; Drs. 
Alexander and Worthington were in attendance with Dr. H. and the at- 
tending physician the night of his death; Dr. May being absent from 


MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL.—SURGICAL CASES TREATED 
BY J. C. WARREN, M.D. 


REPORTED FOR THE MEDICAL JOURNAL BY 8S. PARKMAN, M.D. 


Cases or Tenoromy.—The first case is that of a young woman, et. 20, 
presenting a congenital deformity of both feet, a combination of the two 
species pes equinus and varus. The lower extremities were both much 
wasted, the heels were drawn up so that the soles of the feet were in a 
line with the limb itself, constituting the pes equinus ; while an inversion 
of the foot at the junction of the two rows of tarsal bones, formed the 
variety styled varus. A thick cushion of condensed integument and cellu- 
lar membrane existed over the os cuboides of either foot, showing the part 
which touched the ground. The toes were bent backward and inward, 
so that the integuments of these latter and the heel were in actual con- 
Pe had never walked, but had always supported herself upon 
crutches. 

Feb. 13th. Both tendines-Achillis were divided by Dr. Hayward, by 
the subcutaneous method. A narrow bistoury being passed flatwise be- 
tween the skin and the tendon, was then turned, and being withdrawn 
with a pressing and sawing motion, the tendons were divided, and an au- 
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dible snap gave notice that the resistance was overcome. By the use of 
very simple instruments the heel was brought down, so that the pes equi- 
nus might be considered as remedied. The inversion and flexion of the 
two feet, however, still persisted. ‘The deformity being identical in the 
two feet, and the same treatment being pursued with the two, it may be 
well to describe them hereafter in the singular number. 

Dr. Warren took charge of the house March Ist, and on examination 
it appearing that the flexion of the foot depended in a great degree upon 
the resistance offered by the flexor brevis digitorum pedis, which was felt 
forming a tense and rigid band in the sole of the foot, this muscle was 
divided in the subcutaneous method, by passing a narrow knife as de- - 
scribed above, and cutting down upon it. ‘The resistance was imme- 
diately felt to be overcome, and a proper instrument was applied. 

About a month after this last operation the tendon of the tibialis posti- 
cus, which muscle contributed greatly to draw the foot inwards, was 
divided just posterior to its attachment to the os naviculare. There 
have therefore been three separate tendons or muscles divided to remedy 
three separate deformities, viz., the tendo-Achillis, which drew the heel 
upwards ; the flexor digitorum brevis, which bent the sole of the foot 
upon itself; and the tibialis posticus, which drew the foot inwards. A 
machine was requisite, therefore, which should the power of coun- 
teracting each of these vicious positions of the foot. division of 
the ten is the least important part of the treatment ; it is merely use- 
ful as aiding.the action of well-contrived apparatus. It would be impos- 
sible, without the aid of drawings, to give an idea of the instruments em- 
ployed ; it will be sufficient to have stated the indications it was necessary 
to ‘ula Thus far, considerable advantage has been gained, and she is 
able to present the soles of the feet to the floor—-but the feet are still 
considerably inverted. ‘To increase the muscular relaxation she has a 
foot bath, every alternate day, of a strong infusion of tobacco, and is di- 
ree Ry make constant exertions to support herself upon the soles of 

Our next is a child of three years of age, who had the tendo-Achillis 
divided last winter, by Dr. Townsend, for a pes equinus. The deformity 
was much relieved, but there being still an inversion of the foot, he was 
brought back to the Hospital with the view of further treatment. This 
inversion was found to depend, as in the last case, upon a contraction of 
the flexor digitorum brevis and tibialis posticus; and consequently the 
tendons of the muscles were divided as above, at an interval of three 
a, the case appears advancing towards a successful termination. 

third case is a young lad aged 15. Six years since he was 
afflicted with a white swelling of the left knee, attended by several ab- 
scesses, the cicatrices of which are still visible. The disease continued 
about eighteen months, and when cured the limb remained at about a ri 
angle. At present the knee es the same situation, and the 
does not touch the ground. are no inflammatory symptoms. The 
motions of the joint are limited. The leg can be extended about 10 de- 
grees beyond a right angle, and flexed about 30 degrees, thus limiting the 
motions within an arc of 40 degrees. The tendons of the hamstring 


muscles are tense, and apparently resist the complete extension of the 
limb, but this resistance of course renders it impossible to determine 
whether the joint be free, or not, from anchylosis. The division of the 
hamstring tendons being very clearly indicated, however, it was performed 
three days since, in the usual manner, by passing a narrow bistoury be- 
tween them and the skin, and cutting down upon them. Very little 
blood was lost, anda piece of sticking plaster was immediately applied to 
close the wound. The joint was decidedly more moveable, but of course 
no immedjate attempts were made upon it. ‘To-day an apparatus, lent 
by Dr. Brown, consisting of two leather splints, fitting the thigh and 
leg, and joining at the knee by a hinge which is worked by a screw, was 
applied. ‘This apparatus is secured by straps to the thigh and leg; while 
at the knee, two other straps, cut to the form of the patella, pass across 
above and below the bone. By working the screw considerable exten- 
sion is already made, and very good hope may be entertained of an ulti- 
mate attainment of the straight position of the limb. 


OPERATION FOR STRABISMUS. 
(Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Miss ——, xt. 23, had been affected with strabismus of left eye from 
birth. ‘The contraction of the internal rectus muscle was so great as al- 
most constantly to prevent the pupil from being brought in the axis of 


vision. 

On the 20th of April the operation of dividing this muscle was per- 
formed, with complete success, by Dr. William Mount, a gentleman 
whose surgical skill is such as to place him deservedly high in the esti- 
mation of his professional brethren, and of the people in this section of the 
State. iderable difficulty was encountered at the outset by the tu- 
mid state of the vessels of the conjunctiva, and the operation, of course, 
was cted in consequence of the free hemorrhage from the distended- 

Jt was very properly suggested by the operator that, in cases of 
this kind, after the first incision, the patient might be left with a sponge 
and water, for perhaps an hour, until all bleeding was entirely checked. 
After cutting down upon the muscle and breaking up its attachment to 
the sclerotic coat, a slightly curved and ed hook or director was 

ed under it, and a small probe-pointed bistoury, guided by the groove, 
vided the muscle ‘edaglenele, and the patient was unable to draw the 
eye inward. Simple dressings were applied, and the patient kept in a 
dark room for four or five days, after which the eye presented the oP 
pearance of a naturally straight eye ; and she is now, one month from 
Operation, doing well. 

It would appear from the several failures which have been made by 
operators, that an important and indispensable step in this operation is the 
complete division of the muscle, and its separation from the sclerotic coat. 
The muscle may be well divided, but unless it is also torn, as it were, from 
its attachment, the operation is likely to prove unsuccessful. W. J. B. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, 20th, 1841. 
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PAVILION FOUNTAIN, SARATOGA. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Sir,—Since receiving your last No. of the Boston Medical and Surgical 


Journal, I have learned that the analysis of our new Pavilion Fountain, 
which I forwarded to you, and which was published, was made soon af- 
ter the fountains were curbed, and before the extraneous matter contained 
in the ground above and around the fountains had fully ‘passed off. The 
analysis of Mr. James Thomas, alluded to in my late communication, was 
completed on the 12th of August, 1840, ,with the yom of a com- 
mittee appointed by the citizens; and you would oblige Mr. McLaren 
and Judge Walton and Son, who, I believe, are now joint proprietors of 
= Spring, and confer an additional favor on myself, if you would insert 
analysis. 

One a of the Pavilion Fountain contains—Chloride of sodium, 
226.58 grains: carbonate of magnesia, 62.50 ; carbonate of lime, 60.24; 
carbonate of soda, 4.70; oxide of ‘iron, 4.10; iodide of sodium and bro- 


mide of potassium, 2.75; silica, 0.62; alumina, .25. Total grains, — 


361.74.—Carbonic acid gas, 480.01 cubic inches ; atmospheric air, 8.09. 
Total cubic inches, 488.10. 

One gallon of the Magnesia Fountain, which stands about five feet 
from the Pavilion Fountain, contains—Chloride of sodium, 160.20 grains; 
carbonate of lime, 48.00; carbonate of magnesia, 44.26; carbonate of 
soda, 10.40 ; iodide of sodium and bromide of potassium, 1.70; oxide of 
iron, 2.64; silica, 1.10; alumina, 80. Total grains, 269.10.—Carbonic 
acid gas, 371 cubic inches; atmospheric air, 3.25. Total cubic inches, ° 
374,25. 

Permit me to add, that, during a recent visit to N. York, New Haven 
and Hartford, I heard strong and repeated testimony of the lively and 

ble taste of the Pavilion water taken from Bey and, what is 
ol more uence, its thorough aperient effect on the bowels. One 
gentleman in New York told me that for several mornings he and his 
wife had found a single bottle fully sufficient for them both. 1 saw a bottle 
opened at E. W. Bull’s, in Hartiord, which had been kept since last sum- 
mer, and it was scarcely inferior in taste to what I have this day taken from 
the spring. If that bottle was a specimen of its general appearance and 
character, it ‘cannot fail to become a favorite in the large cities: and I 
would respectfully suggest a trial of this water to your numerous readers. 

Saratoga, May 18, 1841. ery truly yours, 

M. L. Norra. 


CASE OF TUBERCULOUS LIVER. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—I noticed in the last No. of your Journal the report of a 


case of tuberculous condition of the liver, so very nearly resembling one 
recently under my care, that I think it not improper to send you such notes 
of my case as are in my possession. These notes were principally taken 
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from recollection immediately after the post-mortem examination, and 
were intended simply for my own use. 

H. T. Esq., aged about 60, applied to me May 8th, 1840, for a diffi- 
culty of tne back and stomach, which he said had been the source of 
more or less inconvenience to him for some eight or ten months. He had, 
from his earliest recollection, been troubled occasionally with faintings, and 
what he termed a bilious habit ; but had, on the whole, enjoyed good 
health. Recently, during the discharge of his duty as an officer of 
court, he stated that he was taken suddenly ill, but soon recovered. He 
had spoken of his case to some two or three physicians, and from his ac- 
count, and the medicines recommended, it would seem that they con- 
sidered the complaint either neuralgia, or rheumatism of the back. From 
the account of his case when I first saw him, I had little or no doubt that 
the disease was rheumatism, and I treated it accordingly, but without suc- 
cess. The symptoms found in my notes are the following. Skin dry, 
but not hot; no chills; very pale sickly look, with great weakness of 
voice ; pulse natural ; tongue slightly coated with whitish fur ; indifferent 
appetite ; pain across the back and through the stomach. This pain is 
constant, hard and deep-seated, slightly relieved by hard friction on the 
back, or pressing some hard substance, as a stick of wood, firmly against 
the back above the loins. About as much pain on one side of the spine 
as the other. No external swelling, either anteriorly or posteriorly ; 
slight soreness on pressure at pit of stomach. This, however, was to 
noticed only when there was most pain. At these times the patient would 
speak of throbbing deep in the stomach. ‘The disease seemed rather to 
belong to the back than to the stomach. ‘There was no pain in right 
shoulder ; no unusual yellowness of skin, eyes or urine; no difficulty of 
laying on either side ; no clay-colored discharges from the bowels. At 
first there was more pain on assuming the recumbent position. The 
nights were bad throughout the whole course of the disease ; no vomiting 
or sickness of stomach; much thick saliva, very disagreeable to the pa- 
tient; no pain in the head, hiccough, difficulty of breathing, cough, nor 
anything of the kind. Could sit up, ride or walk out ; and even ate with 
some little appetite, until the last five or six weeks. Bowels not 
costive ; discharges rather dark generally, but not very unnatural, and 
never tinged with blood. Urine nearly natural in quantity and appearance. 

Towards the last, or during the last, five or six weeks, there was some 
alteration in the symptoms. Clay-colored discharges from bowels and 
yellowness of skin ; difficulty of laying on the left side ; pulse weak, quick, 
and more frequent ; a little hardness and fulness, as well as tenderness at 
pit of stomach ; bowels more inclined to costiveness ; greater weakness of 
voice, but no hiccough ; pain and swelling of right leg; some emaciation, 
though not t; a disposition to remain in bed, and to sleep; riding, 
and especially walking, always seemed to produce bad effects. 

The treatment, during the course of this disease, was various. A seton 
was inserted on the left side of the spine, which was the place fixed on by 
the patient as nearest the seat of the pain. During the free discharge oc- 
casioned by this, and the use of blue pill at night, followed by croton oil in 
the moming, every third day, together with pulv. coluinba during the in- 
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tervening time, he was manifestly better, and thought to be doing well, 
This course was pursued two or three weeks. This patient finally died, 
without any very sudden alteration, Sept. 29th, almost five months from 
the time he first applied to me, and about thirteen months from the first 
onset of the disease. 

Post-mortem examination was very hasty. Externally natural, or 
nearly so, with the exception of yellowness of the skin. was no 
disease either of the thoracic or abdominal viscera, that did not most mani- 
festly originate from the disease of the liver. This organ was filled with 
tubercles, from the size of a pea to that of a hen’s egg. Some of the 

est contained pus. The gall-bladder was very much distended with 
black bile. ‘There was no calcareous deposits either in the liver or gall- 
bladder. ‘The obstruction of the -duct we believed to be occasioned by 
mechanical pressure. The whole liver appeared to be one mass of dis- 
ease, and increased in size about one quarter. There were no tubercles 
found excepting in the liver. . 

The patient was visited, during the course of the disease, by some three 
or four eminent physicians, and no one of them, | presume, will say that 
he suspected a diseased liver as being anything more than a 
affection in the case, until the five or six weeks preceding death. 

Plaistow, N. H., May 20, 1841. Natu’t K. Ke ty. 
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


On Wednesday last the members of the Society convened at the Temple 
for the transaction of the annual business of the institution. There was 
a little want of harmony in the election of the Suffolk counsellors, and an 
parently unnecessary dragging in the process of electing those of other 
districts. Dr. Reynolds gave an excellent and spirited discourse on the 
present state of medical science, and the improvements of the last half 
century, which we should be delighted to send abroad at once ; but the 
stiff dignity of a corporation can be satisfied with nothing short of keep- 
ing it somewhere, in tomb-like solemnity, for a while, when it will pass, 
with all due formality, through official cognizance, into the hands of a 
inter, and finally be distributed to the members. If all this friction of 
Ceave machinery could be dispensed with, and the manuscript be permit- 
ted to go into this or any other Journal at once, a multitude of copies 
might be circulated in less than ten days—and widely, too, so that it 
would be read in every State and Territory. In the present way, five 
copies may never, perhaps, find their way beyond New England. 
- On Thursday, May 27th, Rufus Wyman, M.D., was re-elected Presi- 
dent, and Dr. Stephen Batchelder Vice President, who announced that 
they should not be candidates for office another year. Dr. Townsend 
was re-elected Corresponding Secretary ; and Dr. Otis, i 
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tary. Dr. Stephen W. Williams, by 24 out of 41 votes, was chosen to 
deliver the next annual address, one year hence. The seen Ha votes 
were in part thrown for Dr. Walker, of Charlestown, and Dr. Bartlett, of 
Lowell. For all further particulars, such as reports of committees, &c. 
&c., the reader is respectfully referred to the official documents, when pub- 
lished, not having it in our power to present them to-day. 


Division of the Muscles of the Back.—A delicate lady, who had the 
misfortune to have a distorted spine, submitted to the apparently severe 
operation, one day last week, of having the muscles, at certain points on 
the broad surface of the back, severed in twain with a knife, in order that 
the bones might be brought into their original condition. Dr. Brown, of 
this city, well known of late in this new branch of surgery, was the ope- 
rator. Although a most formidable matter to think about, it is not very 
terrible in reality. The patient never sighed nor moved, till the last thread 
was cut and the operator satisfied that he had overcome the cause of the 
distortion. Any one in a similar condition might probably be made 
straight very soon—and it will no longer, therefore, be necessary for so 
many to remain cripples, when there is really balm in Gilead. Dr. 
Brown, we believe, has the honor of being the first to divide the great 
muscles and tendons of the back, for curvatures of the spine, in this 
country. We hope for a more extended notice of this important matter, 
whenever Dr. Brown has leisure for reporting the particulars of the case. 


Munroe County (N. Y.) Medical Society.—On the 12th of May, at the 
annual meeting of this Society at Rochester, after the election of the 
officers, the Committee appointed to obtain a repeal of the amendment of 
1836, to Sec. 17, Med. Laws, reported that the Legislature had adopted 
the following, which was passed March 20th, 1841 : 

“ No person coming from another country shall practise physic or sur- 
gery in this State until he shall have been examined and licensed by the 

nsors of the State Medical Society. And no person coming from an- 
other State shall practise, physic or surgery in this State until he shall 
have filed a copy of his diploma in the office of the Clerk of the county 
where he resides, and until he shall have exhibited to the Medical So- 
ciety of that county satisfactory testimonials of his qualifications, or shall 
have been examined and approved by its Censors.” 

In November last, Dr. Hamilton proposed a measure that does him 
much honor, inasmuch as it is the very spirit of toleration, and which must 
ultimately prevail. It was this—that the Legislature be memorialized to 
abolish all now existing legal restrictions touching the collection of fees 
for medical services. e think that people should be allowed to pay for 
what they please, and to whom they please. This would soon make medi- 
- peace, which now only has a theoretical being in many places in the 

nion. 

Dr. Webster proposed a scheme, also—the faithful registration of 
deaths in the okey of Rochentte.—The have one queer arrangement io 
the Society, quite frightful to one who stands in awe of the press. A 
member is appointed to write a dissertation—and, following in the order 
of appointments, is a reviewer to look after the writer. This is in 
essence holding a rod directly over a man’s shoulders. Drs. H. and E. 
M. stand in the post of danger, in that respect, for next meeting, 
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and Dr. S. B. Bradley is clothed with authority to show all the faults and 
mistakes of these gentlemen on a future occasion. Under such circum- 
stances, his review must be a literary curiosity—We have a high per- 
sonal respect for the members of this Society, whose combined labors are 
honorable to their liberality, scientific attainments, and kindness of heart, 


Veterinary Instruction.—With all the efforts making in Boston for 
ameliorating the condition of man in his misfortunes, it is singular that 
nothing has yet been done towards establishing a veterinary institution. 
The physician who has the enterprise to offer to instruct a select number 
of intelligent persons in the anatomy of the horse, and teach the true 
method of prescribing medicines for him, will confera 7 benefit on 
New England. Horse doctors are too often totally ignorant of the prinei- 
ples of theis profession, and such probably kill as many of their patients as 
are cured. All this is in consequence of guessing at what might be posi- 
tively known. Auscultation, if understood by farriers, would be the 
means of saving many noble animals of great value. 


Defective Vision.—Mr. Adams brought before the Westminster Medical 
Society, a new mode of treating defective vision—a kind of functional 
amaurosis, and depending possibly (?) on the morbid contraction of the 
recti muscles, by which pressure was exerted on the optic nerve. The 
operation consisted in the divison of the recti, in the same manner as they 
were divided in strabismus. He had found the proceeding to be of great 
service in several cases, the sight in some cases being instantly restored. 
There was no squinting present in the cases in question.— Lancet. 


The Mode of Passing the Stomach-tube.—It is often required to pass 
the stomach-tube in cases of poisoning. Now, in delnds: tele the great 
object is to avoid the excitors of vomiting. This is done by passing the 
tube boldly through the isthmus faucium, avoiding touching the base of 
the tongue, the posterior gums, or the veil of the palate, to the posterior 
part of the pharynx. In this last part, there are no nerves but those of ‘the 
excitors and motors of deglutition ; so that there is no difficulty in passing 
the stomach-tube, with these precautions, freely on into the o:sophagus, 
and finally into the stomach itself.—Dr. Marshall Hail. 


On Gouty Concretions, with a new Method of Cure. By ALEXANDER 
Ure, Esa.—The remedy is benzoic acid, administered in doses of a 
scruple, an hour after a meal. “In the course of a couple of hours (as 
the author has found by frequent experiments, made upon himself 
others), the urine voided, amounting to five or six ounces, will be found, 
on adding a small quantity of muriatic acid, to yield a copious precipitate 
of beautiful rose-pink acicular crystals, which weigh, after being allowed 
to settle for a day, about fifteen grains.” The body thus produced by the 

ncy of vital chemistry is hippuric acid, and is found to have taken the 
ce of uric acid in the urine, none of the latter being discoverable. 

By thus substituting hippurate of soda, a salt of easy solubility, for the 
very sparingly soluble urate of that alkali, the author conceives that 
pag ms of the tophous concretions may be altogether prevented.—Lon- 
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Wood Anemone a Substitute for Veratrine.—A writer in the London 
Lancet is of opinion that certain preparations of anemone would super- 
sede the very expensive preparations of the tincture and extract of saba- 
dilla and veratrine, as external irritants and watery purges in amaurosis 
and eye-cases. It is worth trying in dropsies, and, perhaps, in deafness. _ 
The officinal preparations of the wood anemone (anemone nemorosa) are 
a watery and alcoholic extract. These are made by several nations on the 
Continent: they make a powder of seven to fifteen grains with one drachm 
of white sugar, of which the dose is twenty grains, gradually increased to 
three drachms daily ; they also add sixteen grains to one drachm and a 
half of wild valerian; divide into eighteen powders,.and give one pow- 
derdaily in water, increasing gradually, in gutta serena and amaurosis. 
The infusion of meadow anemone is made by putting from one to four 
drachms of the roots into one pint of boiling water, adding one ounce of 
sugar; dose three or four ounces three times a day. The distilled water 
is also made, and given from two drachms to half an ounce twice a-day. 


Medical Miscellany.—Dr. F. H. Hamilton has operated, before the 
medical class, at Castleton, Vt., for strabismus, very successfully. The 
students of that institution have complimented Dr. Mitchell with a vote of 
thanks, which is creditable to them.—Dr. Valentine Mott, of New York, 
has returned home from Europe, after several years’ absence.—The skele- 
ton of Holloway, who murderéd Mr. Steele on Hounslow Heath, near 
London, as long ago as 1802, was sold at auction, a few weeks ago, and 
brought 30 shillings—the purchaser being a surgeon.—Eight sisters of 
charity were badly poiso by cheese at New Orleans a week or two 
since. On analyzing the cheese, it was found to contain, says the official 
report, a large quantity of verdigris.—Two thousand pounds have been 
given by Mr. Jonathan Brundnett to the London University and Hos- 

ital, to be divided equally between the two.—A curious historical work 
by Asahel Grant, M.D., on the lost tribes, &c., is advertised by the trade. 

requent mention has been made in this Journal -of Dr. Grant’s medical 
success while residing in Persia, and particularly with the Independent 
Nestorians.—S. W. Thayer, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy in the 
Vermont Medical College, has received the thanks of the class for his 
attention to the advancement of the gentlemen attending lectures at that 
Institution.—We have barely space for acknowledging a large and beau- 
tiful volume on the Diseases of Children, by James Stewart, M.D., of 
New York, just from the press of Messrs. Wiley & Putnam. 


Erratum.—In last week’s Journal, p. 247, near the bottom of the page, for 
mammes read mamnias. 


5 ere Norwich, Conn., Walcott Richards, M.D., of Cincinnati, to Miss 
ng. 


Dieo,—At Hillsborough, N.C., on the 16th ult., Dr. Wilie N. White, 53. 
Number of deaths in Boston for the week eating Females, 20. Stillborn, 2. 
Of consum , 6—bronchitis, 2—diarrhea, 1—debility, I—smalipox, 6—liver complaint, 1—fits, 1 
7—croup, 2—dropsy on the braie, 1—old age, of the 


AN ELIGIBLE SITUATION FOR A PHYSICIAN. : 
abou nhab w more 9800 a year, wishing 
business, offers his stand for sale. “Possession given forthwith. Address editor, ae. Jun 6—S 


TREMONT-STREET MEDICAL SCHOOL. 
Tae annual instructions of the Tremont-street Medical School, for private will commence op 
the first day of September, consisting of lectures and examinations in the t branches of pro- 
study—as follows : 
A course of Lectures and Examinations on Anatomy, in September and October, by Dr. Reynolds, 
—, to the Winter Lectures at the Medical College. ° 
Lectures on the Principles and Practice of Surgery, including diseases of the Eye and 
Ear, by Dr by Dr. Reynolds. This course consists of one hundred lectures, and is continued nine months of 
the year during the whole period of pupilage. Stated examinations are made in the above branches— 
and private examinations, if desired, of the graduating class. 

Lectures and Examinations in Physiology and Pathology, with a distinct course upon Auscultation, 

ag th cy who will also deliver, if time permits, a.course of Lectures on Surgical. Anatomy dur- 
e winter. 

A course of Lectureson Midwifery and the Diseases of Women, and Sane examinations on the 
same branches and on Chemistry, by Dr. Storer. The above course is illustrated by mani- 
pulations with the manikin. Arrangements have been made to provide the pupils with obstetric cases 
as often as may be necessary to familiarise them with this branch ractice. 

The departments of Theory and Practice of Medicine, and Materia Medica, are under the 
tendence of Dr. Bigelow—who will visit the Hospital with the pupils, for practical of 
disease, and clinical instruction. The exploration of the chest in diseases of the thoracic organs, is 

the subject of particular attention in these visits. 

Practical Anatomy has always been a primary object in this school, and provision is made 
for a permanent supply of subjects from November to April. The conehete will avail themselves of 
occasional op unities to show the pupils interesting cases in private pract in 
Surgery and Ophthalmic Disease. The pupils nay attend dailyon the practice of the physicians or 

of the Massachusetts General Hospital, and the Eye and Ear Infirmary. 
rooms, light and fuel, are provided by the inctracters. 
JACOB BIGELOW 
Boston, Jone 2,140 HUMPHREYS STORER, 
ep 
OLIVER W. HOLMES. 
PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 
Tue subscribers having been long engaged in private medical instruction, propose to receive papi, 
and to devote to them such time and opportunities for study and practice as are necessary for a medi- 
cal education. Their pupils will be admitted without fee to the lectures on midwifery in the Masse- 
chusetts Medical College, to the practice of the Massachusetts Hospital, and have opportunities for the 
study of practica) anatomy under the immediate superintendence of Dr. Otis. — may be learned 
by calling on Dr. Otis, No. 8 Chambers street. Fuel, lights and rooms without 
WALTER C IANNING, 
Boston, August 19, 1240. GEORGE W. OTIS, JR. 


LEBANON SPRINGS. 
Tue subscribers have made arrangements for the treatment of patients suffering from chronic diseases, 
whereby they can avail themselves of the powerful ausiliary aforded by the use of the me 
Spring en in the furm of cold, warm, vapor and show th. The Lebanon water, in purity 
temperature, has a strong resem blance t o the famous Bristol and Buxton waters, and its remedial 
power is well attested. JOSEPH BATES, Lebanon 
A. 26.—12t CHILDS & LEE, Pittsfield. 


VACCINE VIRUS. 

in section of the United States can te Re Vaccine 

Viru on the Editor of the Boston Me ical and Surgical Journal, enclosing 
Ph ne~ sf post paid, pha been which no letter will be taken from the post office. June 


RE-IMPROVED ROCKING TRUSSES, 
at Shaker Village, N. H., and recommended by some of the leading 
ee ae Price, for the single truss, $4; double, $7. A to phy- 
purchase to sel] again. March 10. 


PROLAPSUS UTERI. 

THE attention of the medical profession is respectfully invited to Dr. Chapin’s peg ann 
porter and Elastic Belt, which has been recently much improved, and its eflicacy thereb y greatly 
creased, It has been faithfully tested by most of the medical faculty of Boston and New York, A 
have pronounced their unqualified approbation of its utility. Physicians in want, will obtain the 
measure round the pelvis. They can be supplied with the cheapest and best instrument of the kind 
in use, from the low price of $2, to $7, scouting to finish. Perineum straps oe at 75 cts. to 01,50. 

Reference may be had “ the followin We mre sicians in Boston, amoung others who recommend this in- 
strument :—Drs. John C. Warren, J Channing, G. B. Doane, W. Lewis, J. Flint, J. Mason 
Warren, E. Jr., C.G. Putnam, E. Leach. 

Office No. 16 Howard, near Court st., Boston. A. F. BARTLETT, 

Nov. 25.—2w& lam6ém. Agent for Joun R. Cuarin, M.D. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin St., to whom all communications must a—_* 


, post paid. It is also io peated in Parts, with printed cover. 
volumes each year. v.C Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 afte 
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